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Stop thinking about rules
Think about readers
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Writing is not about communicating your ideas
It is about changing readers' ideas

Read about my
latest idea

A new

theory of
hydrology

Inspired by: The craft of writing efficiently. University of Chicago



Readers have to be picky



Readers read

Journals publish ]'things that are valuable to them

Paper 1 Paper 2
| have always had interest in Given what studies have reported
**insert fopic** and here is what before, my findings indicate you
new knowledge I have to should think differently about the

contribute to this topic world (because you were wrong)
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What is scientific knowledge?
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Make a good first impression...(the title)

8ad? &+ ON comparing streamflow and groundwater heads

petier? | A systematic comparison of sireamflow and groundwater heads across the USA

Best? } Widespread potential loss of streamflow into underlying aquifers across the

USA

....by stating what you discovered
Based on: Jasechko et al. (2021) Nature



Make a good first impression... (the abstract)

source: https://www.nature.com/documents/nature-summary-paragraph.pdf

....by again emphasizing what you discovered (and why it matters)


https://www.nature.com/documents/nature-summary-paragraph.pdf

Make a good first imnraccinn,_ (figiw: o N
N\

scale is explained

\ improved color scale

Uses words, not just abbreviations ==

States the conclusions of the figure —>

Berghuijs & Woods (2016) 1JOC Seybold, Berghuijs, et al. (2021) Nature Geoscience

....by stating what to look for in the figures



Is the reader still interested?



Write simple and clear...

“research methods were deployed fo analyze the quanti of the
uncertainty of streamflow modeled by hydrological models

VS.

“We quantified uncertainty of modeled streamflow”

...so the reader can focus on the content.



Create a logical structure...

within paragraphs across paragraphs

main message preferably stated upfront the paragraphs’ THMs create a logical story

Jasechko et al. (2021) Nature

McDonnell (2017) Science

...so the reader can focus on the content.



Conclude using references to your figures...

Berghuijs et al. (2019) GRL

... so it is easier to understand what backs up your claims



Convey 1 main message... (not 10)

410 citations 134 citations O citations
which was which was
Figure 9¢ of ch 3 of
Berghuiis et al., (2014) Nature CC Berghuiis et al., (2014) WRR

Berghuijs (2013) MSc Thesis

... so readers know what to focus on



Stop thinking about rules.
Think about readers

* Your work should change how readers see the world
* Communicate your findings in the title, abstract, and figures

* Once these conditions are met we can worry about the detailed writing

* No hard rules exist, but make the readers’ lives as easy as possible
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